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Concise as Custer 
 
Lt. Col. George Armstrong Custer was only 36 years old when he rode up the 
ridge above the Little Bighorn River and into history and legend. The dramatic 
circumstances of his last battle produced a never-ending stream of speculation 
about that summer day in 1876. George Armstrong Custer: A Biography brings 
Custer’s entire life into focus, from his small-town upbringing through his war 
career to his life, and death, on the plains.  
 
Mark L. Gardner, historian and author of a dozen books and numerous articles 
about the history of the West, brings his objectivity and lively style to this first 
brief treatment of Custer’s life. 
 
Graduating from West Point in June, 1861, Custer literally charged into the 
Civil War. George Armstrong Custer details his leadership and rapid rise in the 
Union Army as well as his battle against the people of the Plains. Full-color 
photographs of the places Custer lived and fought bring the United States of a 
century and a half ago to life. Historical photographs of Custer show his 
development from cadet to celebrity and, finally, to icon. 
 
 
George Armstrong Custer: A Biography 
ISBN 1-58369-046-8  
48 pages, 6 x 9, $7.95 
George Armstrong Custer is available from Western National Parks Association at 
its online store, www.wnpa.org, and at affiliated national park bookstores and 
retail bookstores in the western United States. To mail order a copy, call 888-
569-7762. 
An electronic copy of this press release is available on the Web at 
www.wnpa.org/pressroom.asp. 
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